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August 2015

To the parents/carers of all pupils in S4, S5 and S6

Dear Parents/Carers

Assessments for National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses.  

Your son/daughter is working towards National Qualifications.  The courses which lead to these qualifications are at different levels as detailed in the course choice booklet.  Also in the booklet are details about the nature of the internal assessments for each course.  However, because of the importance of these assessments to the overall course, I thought it worthwhile writing to you summarising the requirements and how they fit with the overall course award.  

Unit Assessments 

Each course will have a number of mandatory units which make up the overall course – usually three.  All unit assessments must be passed before an overall course award will be given by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) for the subject.  The SQA will provide assessments, instructions and advice for our Teachers on how to set and mark the assessments for each subject.  Verifiers from the SQA also sample and scrutinise the marking across Scotland to make sure that the same standard is applied across the country in the assessments and the marking.  

In some course young people have to demonstrate their competence through the production of a folio or a project.  This work is carried out over a period of time and is not subject to one single assessment on a specific date.  

In both cases young people will be given the dates for assessments and the deadlines for submission of course/folio work well in advance.  

End of Course Examinations/assessments for National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses.    

Almost all courses have examinations which determine the grade a young person is awarded which will take place in May/June.  These will be set, marked and verified by the SQA.  The examinations will take place in school but will be managed and run by invigilators employed by the SQA.  The final examination must also be passed before a full course award is given. 

In some courses like PE or Administration and IT young people complete an assessment in school, under the supervision of their Teachers, prior to the main diet of SQA exams and the results are again verified by the SQA.  

These course are graded A – D.  The units are pass/fail and the grade comes from the performance in the examination.  

Results 

The results of all courses undertaken by young people throughout the senior phase of school in S4 – S6 will be issued at the beginning of August and a certificate issued by the SQA giving details of the units and courses passed.  This is sent to the young person’s home address.  Results can be accessed also by mobile phone or email and for details about how to organise this go to the SQA website – www.sqa.org.uk
Assessment for National 4 courses
National 4 courses also have units which make up the course.  Young people have to pass all the units and then complete an Added Value Unit which will be an extended assessment or assignment which will test their skills and knowledge and understanding of the whole course.  These are all marked by our Teachers using marking guidelines provided and checked by the SQA.  Once again ensuring that the national standard is met by all.  

The award will be made on a pass/fail basis.  

Some parents/carers have questioned the value of the National 4 course.  It must be remembered that not all young people make progress at the same rate.  Some are ready to face the challenge of National 5 courses in their 4th year but others require more time to consolidate their knowledge and skills.   National 4 courses are regarded as valid and worthwhile qualifications which will demonstrate achievement and attainment at a particular level as well as being a stepping stone towards National 5 in S5.  

Attendance at Unit Assessments 

Attendance at unit assessments is vital and a pass in these, as previously explained, is essential for the SQA to give a course award.  Young people must make every effort to attend school on the day of these assessments.  If a young person is absent through illness the school must be informed and the absence explained by a note signed by their parent/carer.  This note should be shown to the Teacher organising the assessment who will then pass to the Head of House for filing.  Given the importance of these assessments, absence for reasons other than illness may lead to a young person being awarded a fail for that attempt.  

Most young people will pass the unit assessments on their first attempt and they should not be seen as hurdles but rather as part and parcel of the normal approach to learning and teaching which requires a periodic pause and confirmation that a young person is working at the appropriate level.  However there will be a certain formality and exam conditions will apply.  This means that any subsequent attempts may take place in study under the supervision of a member of the Senior Management Team to ensure full compliance with SQA rules and regulations.  A second and final attempt will take place as deemed appropriate by the Principal Teacher and Class Teacher and only after sufficient time has been given for feedback and further advice about appropriate attitudes, attendance, completion of homework and revision has been given.  

In certain exceptional circumstances, for example bereavement, a further attempt can be authorised by the school’s Senior Management Team. This decision will be made by the school’s Senior Management Team in conjunction with the Principal Teacher of the faculty.  

Should your son/daughter be absent on the day of an assessment you will be informed.  You will also be informed if your son/daughter fails an internal assessment.  In both cases by letter.  

We offer a lot of support to young people throughout the year and we urge them to take advantage of these opportunities.  The following list is by no means exhaustive:

· Lunch time revision and support sessions – see individual Departments for further details

· Revision resources in the library

· ICT resources for revision during study (S5 and S6)

· Revision sessions during the Easter holidays

Revision assemblies and hand-outs on study and revision techniques
Our staff are committed to providing high quality learning and teaching as well as support and advice on passing exams.  In addition we provide support for those who require more intense support for assessments.  

In all cases if you are concerned about any aspect of your son/daughter’s education your first port of call should be their Head of House.  The school office can tell you who to contact if you are not sure.  

Given the importance of the assessments for national qualifications I thought it was essential to write to you to keep you informed.  I look forward to receiving your support in ensuring that all assessments for qualifications are given the same importance as end of course exams.  

Yours sincerely 

Daphne McWilliam 

Head Teacher 

Education & Children’s Services: Mrs Gayle Gorman


