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Courses
Course

SCQF Level

Qualification/Award

Venue

Accounting

6

Higher

Aberdeen Grammar

Administration

6

Higher

Biology

7

Advanced Higher

St. Machar
Harlaw
St. Machar

Chemistry

7

Advanced Higher

St. Machar

Chemistry

6

Higher

St. Machar

Children and Young People

6

Foundation Apprenticeship

St. Machar

Computing Science

6

Higher
Various, inc. Foundation
Apprentice

Aberdeen Grammar

Construction Pathway

5/6

St. Machar

Dance

6

Higher

Citymoves Studio

Dance

5

National 5

Citymoves Studio

Drama

7

Advanced Higher

Aberdeen Grammar

English

7

Advanced Higher

Aberdeen Grammar

ESOL (English for Speakers of
Other Languages)

5

National 5

ESOL

6

Higher

French

7

Advanced Higher

EAL Service at
Harlaw
EAL Service at
Harlaw
Harlaw
Hazlehead

French

6

Higher

Harlaw

Gaelic

3/4

Learners

Hazlehead

Geography

7

Advanced Higher

Harlaw

German

6

Higher

Hazlehead

Graphic Communication

6

Higher

St. Machar

History

7

Advanced Higher

Aberdeen Grammar

Mandarin Chinese

7

Advanced Higher

Oldmachar

Mandarin Chinese

6

Higher

Oldmachar

Mandarin Chinese

4/5

National 4/5

Oldmachar
Harlaw
Aberdeen Grammar
Harlaw

Mathematics of Mechanics

7

Advanced Higher

Modern Studies

7

Advanced Higher

Moving Image Arts

6

AS Level

Physics

7

Advanced Higher

SHMU
Aberdeen Grammar
Harlaw

Scientific Technologies

6

NPA Level 6

St. Machar

Social Services & Healthcare

6

Foundation Apprenticeship

St. Machar

Course locations & bus routes are on pages 33 onwards.
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https://scqf.org.uk/about-the-framework/
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Courses

ACCOUNTING

HIGHER
SCQF 6

Days

Tue/Thurs 2-4pm

Location

Aberdeen Grammar School

Entry Requirements

National 5 Maths or National 5 Accounting

Course Content

The Course has three mandatory Units:
Preparing Financial Information (Partnership and PLC accounts),
Preparing Management Information (Budgeting and Costing) and
Analysing Accounting Information (Ratios and Decision-making).

Career progression

Further Education or Higher Education e.g. HNC/D or degree courses in
Accounting and Finance, Business or Management studies
A range of employment – Insurance, Banking, Accounting, Administration
jobs

Materials Required

The school provides all materials for all courses. Pupils do not need to
bring anything apart from a ruler and a calculator.
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ADMINISTRATION

HIGHER
SCQF 6

Days

Tue 2 – 3.40pm
Thur 1.10 – 2.50pm

Location

St. Machar Academy

Entry Requirements

A National 5 Administration pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the
course is at the discretion of the department.

Course Content

The course consists of two areas of study.
Administrative theory and practice
You will learn about the factors contributing to an efficient administrative
function: time and task management, effective teams, complying with
workplace legislation, the impact of digital technologies, and customer
care.
Content includes:
the role of administrative assistant; strategies and importance of effective
time and task management; characteristics and importance of effective
teams; knowledge of workplace legislation and strategies for ensuring
compliance; impact of digital technology on the organisation; features of
good customer care; organising and supporting meetings and events;
appropriate methods of communication and research.
IT applications
You will learn how to organise and manage information using digital
technology in administrative contexts. You will create and edit complex
business documents using software application functions to analyse,
process and manage information. You will learn about barriers to
communication and ways of overcoming them to ensure effective
communication, and how to maintain the security and confidentiality of
information.
Content includes:
word processing; spreadsheets; relational databases; presentations;
communication.

Assessment

The course assessment has two components totalling 120 marks:
▪ Component 1: question paper – worth 50 marks (consisting of
two sections, section 1 worth 10 marks, and section 2 worth 40
marks)
▪

Component 2: assignment – worth 70 marks.

Materials Required
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BIOLOGY

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Mon/Wed 2-4pm

Tue/Thur 2-4pm

Location

St. Machar

Harlaw

Entry Requirements

A Higher Biology or Human Biology pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to
the course is at the discretion of the department.

Course Content

This course is composed of the following 3 Units:
● Cells and Proteins: proteomics, protein structure, binding and
conformational change; membrane proteins; detecting and
amplifying a stimulus; communication within multicellular
organism and protein control of cell division. The Unit includes
important laboratory techniques for biologists.
● Organisms and Evolution: evolution; variation and sexual
reproduction; sex and behaviour and parasitism. This Unit covers
techniques for ecological field study.
Investigative Biology: This Unit builds on understanding of the scientific
method from Higher Biology. Learners will develop knowledge and
understanding of the principles and practice of investigative biology and its
communication. The Unit covers scientific principles and processes,
experimentation and critical evaluation of biological research.

Assessment

To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass Course assessment.
Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the
Course award at levels A-D. The Course assessment is externally assessed
and composed of the following two components:
● Component 1 — question paper 100 marks
● Component 2 — project 30 marks

Materials Required

Access to Scholar is expected and the Bright Red Advanced Higher book is
recommended.
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CHEMISTRY

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Tue 2 – 3.40pm
Thur 1.10 – 2.50pm

Location

St. Machar Academy

Entry Requirements

A Higher Chemistry pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the course is at
the discretion of the department.

Course Content

The course is comprised of three units:
● Inorganic and Physical Chemistry
● Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis
● Researching Chemistry
Study at this level builds on previous knowledge and understanding of the
physical and natural environments. Throughout the course, concepts
which have been introduced in the Higher course are developed, leading
to deeper and broader understanding. The range of practical skills is also
developed with many new techniques being introduced. The course also
develops the skills of independent study and thought – particularly during
the individual research project. The course is particularly suitable for
candidates who wish to progress to degree courses either in chemistry or
in subjects in which chemistry is a major component such as medicine,
chemical engineering, and the environmental and health sciences.

Assessment

The externally assessed parts of the course are a written paper, worth 100
marks and a project worth 30 marks.

Materials Required
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CHEMISTRY

HIGHER
SCQF 6

Days

Tue 2 – 3.40pm
Thur 1.10 – 2.50pm

Location

St. Machar Academy

Entry Requirements

A National 5 Chemistry pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the course is
at the discretion of the department.

Course Content

There are four units:
● Chemical changes and structure – controlling reaction rates &
periodic trends; collision theory & the use of catalysts in reactions;
electro-negativity and intra-molecular and intermolecular forces.
● Researching Chemistry – relevance of chemical theory to everyday
life by exploring the chemistry behind a topical issue.
● Nature’s Chemistry – Organic chemistry within the context of the
chemistry of food and the chemistry of everyday consumer
products, soaps, detergents, fragrances, and skincare.
● Chemistry in Society – the principles of physical chemistry which
allows a chemical process to be taken from the researcher’s bench
through to industrial production.

Assessment

The Course assessment will consist of two Components: a question paper
and an assignment.
Component 1 — question paper.
The question paper will have 100 marks. The question paper will have two
Sections. Section 1 (Objective Test) will have 20 marks. Section 2 will
contain restricted and extended response questions and will have 80
marks.
Component 2 — assignment
This assignment requires learners to apply skills, knowledge and
understanding to investigate a relevant topic in chemistry. The topic
should draw on one or more of the key areas of the course and should be
chosen with guidance from the assessor. The assignment will have 20
marks.

Materials Required
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Children and Young People

Foundation Apprenticeship
SCQF 6

Days

Tuesday 2pm-4pm & Thursday 1.10pm-3.10pm And
Placement (1 full day or 2 half days - flexible to suit timetable)

Location

St Machar Academy

Starting Date

Tuesday 9th June

Entry Requirements

An interest in working or further study in a relevant sector such as
Early Years, Childcare, Teaching etc.
Students should have a range of qualifications (including Nat 5 English)
that demonstrate their ability to work at SCQF Level 6, and cope with
the written and demands of the course.

Course Content

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services (Children & Young
People) is for pupils in S5 and S6. You will complete a National
Progression Award at SCQF Level 6 in Social Services and Healthcare
and four Mandatory Units of the SVQ 2 Social Services (Children &
Young People).
The National Progression Award will include units in:
-Safeguarding of Children and Young People
-Play for Children and Young People
-Communication with Children and Young People
-Development of Children and Young People
-Promote the wellbeing and safety of Children and Young People
You will also undertake work–based learning during which you will
gain the mandatory units of the SVQ Level 2 qualification. Two
additional optional SVQ Level 2 units must be completed upon entry to
the social services workforce.
-Support effective communication
-Support the health and safety of yourself and individuals
-Develop your own knowledge and practice
-Support the safeguarding of children and young people

Career progression

-Can progress onto Modern Apprenticeship in this sector
-Successful completion of this course allows direct entry into related
courses at NESCOL
-Universities recognise this course as equivalent of at least 1 Higher.
RGU recognise this course as 2xHigher Bs if you are applying to a
related degree.
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COMPUTING SCIENCE

HIGHER
SCQF 6

Days

Mon/Wed 2 - 4pm

Location

Aberdeen Grammar School

Entry Requirements

Pupils wishing to participate in this course should have achieved a pass at
N5 Computing or evidence of an interest in computing and N5 pass in a
related technology subject.

Course Content

The Course enables learners to develop an extended range of computing
and computational thinking skills, including skills in analysis and problemsolving, design and modelling, developing, implementing, testing and
evaluating digital solutions across a range of contemporary contexts.
The Course has two mandatory Units: Software Design and Development
(Computational constructs, Data types and structures, Testing and
documenting solutions, Algorithm specification) and Information System
Design and Development (Database and Web based structures, Media
types, Coding and testing).

Assessment

The learner will be assessed by a combination of a question paper worth
90 marks and an assignment worth 60 marks. Learners will apply
knowledge and skills to solve an appropriately challenging computing
science problem. The question paper introduces breadth to the
assessment.

Materials Required
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Construction Pathway - St Machar Academy
The Opportunity
St Machar Academy, NESCol and Robertsons Construction are partnering to offer a 1 year construction course for
students in their final year of secondary school. This course is designed for students that wish to pursue a career in
the construction industry. Through the course we aim to provide students with a range of certificates and
qualifications that will make them some of the most ‘employable’ young people in Aberdeen City. The course is full
time and based in St Machar Academy. This is an ideal opportunity for pupils looking to build their experience to
later find an apprenticeship.
What will I study?
Participation in this course will provide you with the opportunity to gain qualifications a minimum of 5 SCQF
qualifications, and possibly more.
Foe more info see: ttps://youtu.be/G8TsUMhDF_k
Construction SCQF
Level 5 Foundation
Apprenticeship

NESCol and Robertsons will partner to deliver this course during 1 whole day in school. This
will give students training in a variety of construction areas such as carpentry, painting and
decorating, plumbing and bricklaying. The exact units that will be covered are yet to be
confirmed

Long Term Work
Placement in
Construction

You will spend 1 day per week gaining valuable experience on site. This will allow you to
learn ‘on the job’ and prepare you for your future career in construction.

English/Literacy

You will continue to develop your literacy skills. The course/learning is not yet confirmed.
and a working group are currently planning how we can best relate this to the construction
industry.

Maths/Numeracy possibly Craft
Maths?

You will continue to develop your Numeracy skills. The course/learning is not yet
confirmed. and a working group are currently planning how we can best relate this to the
construction industry.

Employability

You will complete an SQA Employability course that will provide you with valuable skills
such as CV writing, finding a job, applying for jobs and interview skills. You will also
complete tasks that will allow your work placement to be accredited.

School based
elective subject

You will choose 1 course as part of the St Machar S5 options. This does not need to be
related to construction.

Construction Specific Time in your week will be dedicated to working towards a variety of certificates that will be
Awards
extremely useful and help prepare you for your future career you will work towards gaining
your CSCS Green Card that will enable you to work on a site, gain First Aid qualification and
more.
Who is eligible? You should be in your final year of school and this course will most likely be taken as an alternative
to your S5. S4 pupils will be considered but priority will be given to S5 pupils.
How many spaces are there on the course

A maximum of 12 places.
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DANCE
Days

HIGHER
SCQF 6
Mon/Wed 1.45 – 4.15pm
There will be extra rehearsals outside normal school hours:
2 days in Easter Holidays for choreography intensive exam prep

Location

Citymoves Dance Agency SVIO, The Anatomy Rooms, Shoe Lane (back of
Marischal College)

Entry Requirements

It is expected that students have suitable dance experience and/or have
taken National 5 dance. Students are to work independently on their
choreography outside tutor lead sessions.

Course Content

Technical Skills Unit
•
Develop and apply skills in contrasting techniques. In 2021/2022
these will be Contemporary, Jazz and Ballet
•
Research key practitioners and historical context influencing these
distinct styles
Choreography Unit
•
Create a group piece of choreography that communicates their
chosen theme

Assessment

Component 1 – Question Paper (40 marks) 2 hours
Component 2 — Practical Activity (70 marks)
This component has two Sections.
Section 1: Choreography will have 45 marks. In this Section, candidates
create and present a choreography for a group of dancers (excluding self),
lasting 2 - 3 minutes.
Section 2: Choreographic Review will have 25 marks. In this Section,
candidates review their work as a choreographer by explaining the
relationship between their research, theme and an initial motif, explaining
the reasons for the choreographic choices made, and reflecting on their
skills as a choreographer.
Component 3 — Performance (70 marks)
Candidates will perform two tutor-choreographed technical solos, each
lasting 2 minutes, and each worth 35 marks.

Materials

For the curriculum dance programme, specific dance wear is required with
no sports logos.

Contact details

Hayley Durward, Dance Development Manager
Citymoves Dance Agency
T: 01224 984159
E: hayley.durward@citymoves.org.uk
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DANCE
Days

NATIONAL 5
SCQF 5
Mon/Wed 1.45 – 4.15pm
There will be extra rehearsals outside normal school hours:
1 day in Easter Holidays for choreography intensive exam prep

Location

Citymoves, The Anatomy Rooms, Shoe Lane - at the rear of Marischal
College.

Entry Requirements

It is expected that students have some dance experience and are able to
work independently on their choreography outside tutor lead sessions.

Course Content

Technical Skills
•
Develop and apply skills in contrasting techniques. In 2021/2022
these will be Contemporary, Jazz and Ballet
•
Research key practitioners and historical context influencing these
distinct styles
Choreography
•
Create a duet piece of choreography that communicates their
chosen theme

Assessment

Component 1 – Question Paper (30 marks) 1 hour
Component 2 — Practical Activity (65 marks)
This component has two Sections.
Section 1: Choreography will have 35 marks. In this Section, candidates
create and present a choreography for two dancers (excluding self), lasting
2 minutes.
Section 2: Choreographic Review will have 30 marks. In this Section,
candidates review their work as a choreographer by explaining the
relationship between their research, theme and an initial motif, explaining
the reasons for the choreographic choices made, and reflecting on their
skills as a choreographer.
Component 3 — Performance (35 marks)
Candidates will perform one tutor-choreographed technical solo, lasting 2
minutes.

Materials required

For the curriculum dance programme, specific dance wear is required with
no sports logos.

Contact details

Gillian Farquhar, Dance Development Manager
Citymoves Dance Agency
T: 01224 984159
E: gillian.farquhar@citymoves.org.uk
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DRAMA

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Tue/Thur 2-4pm

Location

Aberdeen Grammar School

Entry Requirements

A Higher Drama and Higher English pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to
the course is at the discretion of the department.

Course Content

This course consists of two core units as well as a practical examination
and a written project. Although the unit titles are the same as Higher
there is a focus on Theatre Practitioners and their impact on modern
theatre. Students will be required to analyse the influences, theories and
practice of these practitioners.
Drama Skills
In this Unit, learners will be required to provide evidence to demonstrate
their knowledge and skills in devising, directing and performing through
the exploration of a key practitioner. They will independently create a
devised drama production, using their dramatic interpretation of complex
texts. They will present it to an audience and evaluate their effectiveness
as an actor or director.
Production Skills
In this Unit, learners will focus on a study of a key theatre practitioner and
explore in depth the influences on and the theory and practice of their
chosen practitioner. They will explore and analyse key productions that
reflect their acting or directing or design methodologies through both
research and practical experimentation. They will also view and analyse a
live theatrical event, considering performance concepts and effectiveness.

Assessment

Component 1 — Practical Exam
The practical exam will have 60 marks (60% of the total mark). The
practical exam has two sections.
● Section 1 will have 50 marks. (For performance in the chosen role
of acting, directing or design)
● Section 2 will have 10 marks. (These marks are awarded for a
report based on their chosen role and production)
Component 2 — Project
The project will have 40 marks (40% of the total mark).
● The candidate will select a topic from relevant and current
performance theories and practice. The project will consist of a
written response consisting of a 3000-word dissertation which is
marked externally.
Total 100 Marks

Materials Required

No materials are required.
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ENGLISH

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Mon/Wed 2-4pm

Location

Aberdeen Grammar School

Entry Requirements

A Higher English pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the course is at the
discretion of the department.

Course Content

The Advanced Higher English course is comprised of two units:
● English: Analysis and Evaluation
Learners will provide evidence of their ability to critically respond to
previously studied complex and sophisticated texts, and of their ability to
carry out an independent study into an aspect or aspects of literature.
● English: Creation and Production
Learners will provide evidence of their writing skills through the production
of writing which demonstrates a range of skills necessary for the
deployment of language to create effect.

Assessment

Internal assessments will be carried out under controlled conditions and
assessed on a pass/ fail basis. If any internal unit is failed, pupils will be
given an opportunity to revise their work, following feedback from their
teacher.
The course will be graded A-D by the external assessment of:
● A two-part portfolio – total 60%
Part A: Dissertation – 30%
Part B: Writing – 30%
(comprising two pieces of original writing)
●

Materials Required

A two-part question paper – total 40%
Part A: Literary study – 20%
Part B: Textual Analysis – 20%

Pen drive and selected texts may be required to be purchased.
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ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)
HIGHER

SCQF 6

NATIONAL 5

SCQF 5

Days

Tue/ Thur 2-4pm

Location

EAL Service, held at Harlaw Academy

Entry Requirements

These qualifications are specifically for candidates whose first language is
not English. Entry is by recommendation and/or initial assessment from
the EAL Service. Individual circumstances will be taken into account.

Course Content

The courses develop and assess the four skills of reading, writing, speaking
and listening and help you further develop independent language learning
skills and strategies. You will participate in a range of activities to practise
all these skills.
Both National 5 and Higher ESOL cover interesting texts and themes
relevant to everyday life. You will read articles on a wide range of current
affairs and topical issues from authentic sources, such as newspapers and
websites.
There is a focus on developing more formal and academic English which
will help you with other subjects at school and prepare you for further
study at college or university and for work.
National 5 pupils are expected to understand and use detailed English
language.
Higher pupils are expected to understand and use complex English
language.
There is no requirement for the direct study of English literature.
The UCAS points for Higher ESOL are the same as for any other SQA
Higher, including Higher English. Higher ESOL is accepted by Scottish
universities as an entry qualification for most courses, instead of Higher
English. If you are not sure about entry requirements for courses you are
interested in, your guidance teacher can help you check with any
university.

Assessment
Exam

In class

Paper 1

Listening

20%

Paper 2

Reading

25%

Paper 3

Writing

25%

Talking &
Listening

25%
5%

Materials Required
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FRENCH

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Mon/Wed

Tue/Thur

Location

Harlaw Academy
2 – 4pm

Hazlehead Academy
Tue 1:55–3:35 and Thur 1:05 – 2:45

Entry Requirements

A Higher French pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the course is at the
discretion of the department.

Course Content

The Advanced Higher French course consists of 3 units:
Understanding Language – within the contexts of Society, Learning,
Employability and Culture students have the opportunity to develop and
extend their reading and listening skills
Using Language – in the same four contexts students develop and extend
their talking and writing skills
Specialist study – students develop and extend their planning, research
and analytical skills to undertake an independent study based on literature
or media.

Assessment

There will be one Unit assessment in each of the four skills (pass/fail)
The course assessment will comprise –
● A Reading and Translation paper worth 50 marks
● A Listening and Discursive writing paper worth 70 marks
● A Talking performance marked by a Visiting Examiner worth 50
marks (completed in February or March)
● A portfolio (the final product of the work done on a literary or
media topic). This is worth 30 marks and is sent off to the SQA for
assessment by them before the Easter break.

Materials Required

A French-English dictionary.
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FRENCH

HIGHER
SCQF 6

Days

Tue/Thur 2 - 4pm

Location

Harlaw Academy

Entry Requirements

National 5 French at Grade A or B.

Course Content

This course builds on previous language learning skills in the development
of communicative competence in French.
The course consists of two units:
1. Understanding Language - developing and extending reading and
listening skills in French and developing knowledge and understanding
of detailed and complex language in the contexts of society, learning,
employability, and culture.
2. Using Language - developing and extending talking and writing skills in
French and developing knowledge and understanding of detailed and
complex language covering the same four contexts.

Assessment

To gain the award for the course, learners must pass the Course
assessments. There is likely to be an extra assessment at some point in
the year. We are still waiting for the nature of this to be confirmed by the
SQA.
The external assessment determines the final grade for the course (A-D)
and will consist of 3 parts:
- a Reading and Writing question paper (2 hours 10 minutes, worth 40
marks);
- a Listening and Writing paper (1 hour 20 minutes, worth 30 marks);
- a Talking performance worth 30 marks.
The Reading, Writing and Listening papers will be externally set and
marked by the SQA, the Talking performance will be conducted, recorded
and marked internally in line with SQA marking instructions and quality
assured.

Materials Required

A French-English dictionary.
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GAELIC
LEARNERS N3/4

SCQF 3/4

Days

Tue 1.55 – 3.35pm
Thur 1.00 – 2.45pm

Location

Hazlehead Academy

Entry
Requirements

Pupils would be expected to be sitting or already gained a N5 pass in another
Modern Language.

Course Content

This course builds on the language learning skills developed in the Broad
General Education phase in the contexts of ‘Society’, ‘Learning’,
‘Employability’ and ‘Culture’. The course provides learners with the
opportunities to develop more detailed skills in Reading, Listening, Talking
and Writing; develop understanding of how language works; use different
media effectively for learning and communication; use language to
communicate ideas and information; enhance their understanding and
enjoyment of their own and other cultures.
The course is made up of 2 mandatory Units: on Tue/Thur.
● Understanding Language – developing the skills of Reading and
Listening
● Using Language – developing the skills of Talking and Writing.

Assessment

To achieve the National 4 Modern Languages Course, learners must pass all
the required Units, including the Added Value Unit. National 4 Courses are
not graded, and all Units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis in line
with SQA marking instructions and quality assured.
To gain the award for the N5 course, learners must complete an assignment
and pass the Course assessment (exam), which determines the final grade for
the course (A-D) and will consist of 5 components
The Reading, Writing and Listening papers will be externally set and marked
by the SQA, the Speaking performance will be conducted, recorded, and
marked internally in line with SQA marking instructions and quality assured.
The writing assignment will be produced in class under exam conditions and
marked by the SQA

Materials
Required

A Gaelic- English dictionary.
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GEOGRAPHY

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Tue/Thur 2 - 4pm

Location

Harlaw Academy

Entry Requirements

A Higher Geography pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the course is at
the discretion of the department.

Course Content

Assessment

1. The Advanced Higher qualification in Geography aims to give
learners an in-depth understanding of complex ideas about how
the world works. The course provides learners with the chance to
carry out their own research on geographical issues of interest to
themselves, with an emphasis on fieldwork.
2. The skills developed in Advanced Higher Geography provide an
excellent preparation for degree courses in social subjects and
science, HNCs in social subjects and science or related areas or a
diverse range of careers including environmental consultant, land
surveyor, seismic acquisition specialist.
3.
There will be 2 elements that are externally assessed:
● Exam 50 / 150.
o The exam comprises 3 topics looking at: Question 1 -Map
Interpretation, Question 2 - Gathering and Processing
Techniques and Question 3 - Geographical Data Handling
● Folio 100 / 150.
o Geographical Study
o Geographical Essay
There will be 2 internal unit assessments:
● Geographical Skills
o Developing a range of geographical methods and
techniques. These include mapping skills, graphical
techniques, and a wide range of statistical techniques for
gathering, analysing, and interpreting geographical data.
● Geographical Issues
o Developing critical thinking and the ability to evaluate
viewpoints using evidence from a wide range of sources on
complex, current geographical issues.

Materials Required

Coloured pencils and notebooks.
Their school should equip them with a copy of a Phillips Modern Atlas ISBN
978-1-84907-194-9. The school makes use of google classroom to share
information and update folio work, so students must bring their Google
login details.
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GERMAN

HIGHER
SCQF 6

Days

Tue/Thur 1.55 – 3.35pm

Location

Hazlehead Academy

Entry Requirements

National 5 German at Grade A or B.

Course Content

This course builds on previous language learning skills in the development
of communicative competence in German.
The course consists of two units:
4. Understanding Language - developing and extending reading and
listening skills in German and developing knowledge and
understanding of detailed and complex language in the contexts of
society, learning, employability, and culture.
5. Using Language - developing and extending talking and writing
skills in German and developing knowledge and understanding of
detailed and complex language covering the same four contexts.
6.

Assessment

To gain the award for the course, learners must pass the Course
assessments. There is likely to be an extra assessment at some point in
the year. We are still waiting for this to be confirmed by the SQA.
The external assessment determines the final grade for the course (A-D)
and will consist of 3 parts:
- a Reading and Writing question paper (2 hours 10 minutes, worth 40
marks)
- a Listening and Writing paper (1 hour 20 minutes, worth 30 marks)
- a Talking performance worth 30 marks.
The Reading, Writing and Listening papers will be externally set and
marked by the SQA, the Talking performance will be conducted, recorded,
and marked internally in line with SQA marking instructions and quality
assured.

Materials Required

A German -English dictionary.
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

HIGHER
SCQF 6

Days

Tue 2 – 3.40pm
Thur 1.10 – 2.50pm

Location

St. Machar Academy

Entry Requirements

A National 5 Graphic Communication pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to
the course is at the discretion of the department.

Course Content

2D graphic communication
You will; develop creativity and presentation skills within a 2D graphic
communication context; initiate, plan, develop and communicate ideas
graphically, using 2D graphic techniques; develop skills and attributes
including spatial awareness, visual literacy, and the ability to interpret
given drawings, diagrams and other graphics and evaluate the
effectiveness of their own and given graphic communications to meet their
purpose.
3D and pictorial graphic communication
You will; develop creativity and presentation skills within a 3D and pictorial
graphic communication context; initiate, plan, develop and communicate
ideas graphically, using 3D and pictorial graphic techniques; develop a
number of skills and attributes including spatial awareness, visual literacy,
and the ability to interpret given drawings, diagrams and other graphics
and evaluate the effectiveness of their own and given graphic
communications to meet their purpose

Assessment

The course assessment has two components totalling 140 marks:
▪ Component 1: question paper – worth 90 marks
▪

Component 2: assignment – worth 50 marks.

For the assignment component, you will be asked to produce a piece of
graphical work in response to a brief
Materials Required
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HISTORY

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Mon/Wed

Location

Aberdeen Grammar School

Entry Requirements

A Higher History pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the course is at the
discretion of the department.

Course Content

or

Tue/Thur 2-4pm

'The House Divided': USA 1850 - 65
A study of American society and the tensions within it, the causes and
nature of conflict, the political, social and economic outcomes of that
conflict, focusing on the themes of conflict, rights, identity and authority.
American society on the eve of war, including political, economic and social
questions arising out of the newly acquired territories; centralised
Federation in conflict with States' rights; conflict between the Southern
slave economy and Northern industrialism.
The coming of war, including: the civil rights questions; the failure of
compromise; the outbreak of war.
The Civil War, including military events and developments from Union and
Confederate viewpoints; the role of foreign powers in the conflict; the
experience of blacks during the war.
The effects of war, including: the political consequences; social and
economic conditions in North and South.

Assessment

To gain an overall award for the course, students must achieve a pass in
each of the two internal assessments, as well as the external exam.
External exam:
The dissertation: The dissertation will allow learners to apply research
analysis and evaluation skills as they investigate a complex historical issue.
50 marks.
The Question Paper (3 hours): The question paper is marked out of 90. It
will be divided into two sections:
● Historical Issues will have 50 marks. This Section will be made up
of extended response questions requiring the learner to draw on
the knowledge and understanding and skills acquired during the
Course.
● Historical Sources will have 40 marks. This Section will be made up
of extended response questions requiring the learner to draw on
the knowledge and understanding and skills acquired during the
course and apply these to unseen historical sources.
Throughout the year, students will be prepared for the question paper
through regular practice with source-handling and essay questions, both in
class and for homework. For the dissertation, students will also have
access to library facilities at the University of Aberdeen.

Materials Required

No specific materials are required.
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MANDARIN CHINESE
ADVANCED HIGHER

SCQF 7

Days

Mon/Wed 2-4pm

Location

Oldmachar Academy

Entry Requirements

A Higher Mandarin pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the course is at
the discretion of the department.

Course Content

The Advanced Higher Mandarin course consists of 3 units:
Understanding Language – within the contexts of Society, Learning,
Employability and Culture students have the opportunity to develop and
extend their reading and listening skills
Using Language – in the same four contexts students develop and extend
their talking and writing skills
Specialist study – students develop and extend their planning, research
and analytical skills to undertake an independent study based on literature
or media.

Assessment

There will be one Unit assessment in each of the four skills (pass/fail)
The course assessment will comprise • A Reading and Translation paper worth 50 marks
• A Listening and Discursive writing paper worth 70 marks
• A speaking performance marked by a Visiting Examiner worth 50
marks (completed in February or March)
• A portfolio (the final product of the work done on a literary or
media topic). This is worth 30 marks and is sent off to the SQA for
assessment by them before the Easter break.
•

Materials Required

A Mandarin-English dictionary.
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MANDARIN CHINESE
HIGHER

SCQF 6

Days

Mon/Wed 2-4pm

Location

Oldmachar Academy

Entry Requirements

A pass at National 5 Mandarin at grade A or B. This course is also an option
for pupils with a native Chinese speaking background and some Chinese
reading and writing skills who may not have formally studied Mandarin in
Scotland in the past.

Course Content

This course builds on previous language learning skills in the development
of communicative competence in Mandarin.
The course consists of two units:
1. Understanding Language - developing and extending reading and
listening skills in Mandarin, and developing knowledge and
understanding of detailed and complex language in the contexts of
society, learning, employability, and culture.

Assessment

2.
Using Language - developing and extending talking and writing
skills in Mandarin, and developing knowledge and understanding of
detailed and complex language covering the same four contexts.
3.
To gain the award for the course, learners must pass the Course
assessments. There is likely to be an extra assessment at some point in the
year. We are still waiting for this to be confirmed by the SQA.
The external assessment determines the final grade for the course (A-D)
and will consist of 3 parts:
- a Reading and Writing question paper (2 hours 10 minutes, worth 40
marks);
- a Listening and Writing paper (1 hour 20 minutes, worth 30 marks);
- a Talking performance worth 30 marks.
The Reading, Writing and Listening papers will be externally set and
marked by the SQA, the Talking performance will be conducted, recorded
and marked internally in line with SQA marking instructions and quality
assured.

Materials Required

A Mandarin-English Dictionary
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MANDARIN CHINESE
NATIONAL 4/5

SCQF 4/5

Days

Mon/Wed 2-4pm

Location

Oldmachar Academy

Entry
Requirements

Third or Fourth Level Modern Languages Experiences and Outcomes or to have
gained a pass at the SQA Mandarin Languages for Life and Work Award or N4
Mandarin.
This course is also suitable for learners who are sitting, or have already gained a
Higher pass in, another Modern Language but have little previous knowledge of
Mandarin.
This course builds on the language learning skills developed in the Broad
General Education phase in the contexts of 'Society', 'Learning', 'Employability'
and 'Culture'. The course provides learners with the opportunities to: develop
skills in Reading, Listening, Talking and Writing; develop understanding of how
language works; use different media effectively for learning and
communication; use language to communicate ideas and information;
enhance their understanding and enjoyment of their own and other
cultures.
The Course is made up of 2 mandatory Units:
1) Understanding Language - developing reading and listening skills;
2) Using Language - developing talking and writing skills;

Course
Content

Assessment

For National 4, there is also an Added Value Unit: Assignment - the opportunity
to apply language skills to investigate a chosen topic.
To achieve the National 4 Modern Languages Course, learners must pass all of
the required Units, including the Added Value Unit. National 4 Courses are not
graded and all Units are internally assessed on a pass/fail basis in line with SQA
marking instructions and quality assured.
To gain the award for the N5 course, learners must complete an assignment and
pass the Course assessment (exam), which determines the final grade for the
course (A-D) and will consist of 5 components
Component 1: question paper 1 Reading (2 hours, worth 30 marks)
Component 2: question paper 1 Writing (2 hours, worth 20 marks) Component
3: question paper 2 Listening (30 minutes, worth 20 marks) Component 4:
Assignment (written in class, worth 20 marks)
Component 5: Performance–talking (a presentation and
conversation, approximately 6–8 minutes, worth 30 marks)

Materials
Required

The Reading, Writing and Listening papers will be externally set and marked by
the SQA, the Speaking performance will be conducted, recorded and marked
internally in line with SQA marking instructions and quality assured. The writing
assignment will be produced in class under exam conditions and marked by the
SQA
A Mandarin-English dictionary.
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MATHEMATICS OF MECHANICS

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Tue/Thur 2-4pm

Location

Harlaw Academy

Entry Requirements

Higher Maths and Higher Physics pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the
course is at the discretion of the department.
Pupils should also be studying Advanced Higher Mathematics.
Mathematics of Mechanics can be taken as a fourth Advanced Higher, if a
pupil is also studying Maths and Physics at Advanced Higher.

Course Content

Learners study mechanics in a way that recognises problem solving as an
essential skill. The focus within the course is placed firmly on applications
of mathematics to real-life contexts and the formulation and
interpretation of mathematical models. The course offers depth of applied
mathematical experience and, thereby, achieves relevance to further
study or employment in the areas of mathematical and physical sciences
and engineering. When an Advanced Higher Mathematics of Mechanics
course is taken in addition to the Advanced Higher Mathematics course, an
opportunity is offered for the candidate to acquire exceptional breadth
and depth of mathematical experiences.

Assessment

This course consists of three mandatory units with unit assessments, a
prelim, and a final exam.

Materials Required

Textbook ‘Understanding Mechanics’ by Sadler & Thorning.
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MODERN STUDIES

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Tue/Thur 2 – 4pm

Mon/Wed 2-4pm

Location

Aberdeen Grammar School

Entry Requirements

A Higher Modern Studies pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to the course
is at the discretion of the department.

Course Content

The overall theme of the course is ‘Law and Order and Research Methods’
and comprises two units, one of 80 hours and one of 40 hours as outlined
below:
Unit 1: Social Issues: Law and Order and Research Methods
Context A: Understanding criminal behaviour
This includes The nature and extent of criminal behaviour, evaluation of
theories of criminal behaviour and the social and economic effects of
criminal behaviour.
Context B: Responses by society to crime
This includes Theories and explanations of responses to crime, current
responses to crime and evaluation of responses to crime.
Unit 2 – Researching Contemporary Issues
This unit will allow the pupil to carry out independent research on the
content of a unit studied at Higher or Advanced Higher in Modern Studies.
The pupil will develop the investigative skills of planning, researching,
analysing, and presenting through the production of a 4500-word
dissertation for which part of the research must involve a primary method.

Assessment

To gain a full award for the course, pupils must achieve all the component
units of the course (internally assessed) as well as the external
assessment. The external assessment comprises of an externally set and
assessed question paper and the dissertation. In addition, pupils must
pass internal assessments throughout the course relating to the content
and research methods related to the main study theme (Unit 1) and
practical research methods (Unit 2).

Materials Required

A ring binder, folder and A4 paper. Pupils need access to the internet as
we use Google Classroom a lot and they also need to be able to print
articles and handouts as there is a lot of reading.

or

Harlaw
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MOVING IMAGE ARTS

AS LEVEL

Days

Mon / Wed 2-4pm

Location

Station House Media Unit, Station Road, Woodside, Aberdeen
AB24 2WB Contact - richard.ferguson@shmu.org.uk

Entry
Requirements

S5 or S6. A qualification in media studies, creative or digital media and/or
relevant experience and interest in film-making and film education in an out
of school setting.

Course Content

The Moving Image Arts qualification is developed and accredited by the Council for
the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment (CCEA) in Northern Ireland.

https://ccea.org.uk/post-16/gce/subjects/gce-moving-image-arts-2016
The course examines the history, techniques and creative impact of film, while
offering the knowledge and skills to enable students to make their own films.
Students will develop a knowledge & understanding of film language, styles,
practices and techniques with a focus on key areas of film language such as:
Camera, Lighting, Mise en Scene, Sound and Editing by exploring film styles such as
the Classical Hollywood Style, Formalism and Realism, and focussing on the work of
Alfred Hitchcock. Students will learn to evaluate the work of others and
demonstrate a critical awareness of creative and technical purpose & intended
audience response in filmmaking. This will then inform the student’s own practice
as they apply their creative & technical knowledge during the creation of a 3-4
minute short film.

http://www.shmu.org.uk/tv/moving-image-arts-level-film-course-202122
Assessment

Internal assessment unit:
Unit AS 1: Realist and Formalist Techniques and the Classical Hollywood –
Foundation Portfolio (60% of AS level)
Students research Classical Hollywood Style, Realism and Formalism, informing the
creation of a 3–4 minute narrative film sequence or 1 ½–2 minute animation
sequence in response to stimulus provided. The portfolio must include evidence of
planning, research, and evaluation.
Externally assessed unit:
Unit AS 2: Critical Response (1 hour 30 min) (40% of AS level) Section A: Alfred
Hitchcock and the Classical Hollywood Style (45 min)Students answer two
questions requiring recall and analysis in response to previously unseen film
stimulus taken from one or more of the areas studied. Section B: Formalism: Early
European Cinema and American Expressionism (45min)Students answer two
questions requiring recall and analysis in response to previously unseen film
stimulus taken from one or more of the areas studied.
The examination is paperless and completed in a controlled, online environment.
Students need to have basic keyboard and navigation skills. While the course is
delivered at shmu, students will attend NESCol to sit both the prelim and the final
exam.
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PHYSICS

ADVANCED HIGHER
SCQF 7

Days

Mon/Wed 2 – 4pm

Tue/Thur 2-4pm

Location

Aberdeen Grammar School

Entry Requirements

A Higher Physics and Higher Maths pass at A or B is desired. Entrance to
the course is at the discretion of the department.

Course Content

This course is composed of the following four Units:
● Rotational Motion and Astrophysics: develop and apply concepts
and principles in a wide variety of situations involving angular
motion, rotational dynamics, and angular momentum. An
astronomical perspective is developed through a study of
gravitation, leading to work on general relativity and stellar
physics.
● Quanta and Waves: develop and apply concepts and principles in
a wide variety of situations involving quantum theory and waves.
The Unit introduces non-classical physics and considers the origin
and composition of cosmic radiation. Simple harmonic motion is
introduced. Work on wave theory is developed including:
Interference, Division of amplitude, Division of wavelength, and
Polarisation.
● Electromagnetism (half-unit): develop and apply concepts and
principles in a wide variety of situations involving
electromagnetism. Electric and magnetic fields and capacitors and
inductors used in d.c. and a.c. circuits.
● Investigating Physics (half-unit): this unit offers opportunities for
independent learning set within the context of experimental
physics. Learners will identify, research, plan and carry out a
physics investigation of their choice.

Assessment

Throughout the course, learners must:
● apply skills of scientific inquiry and draw on knowledge and
understanding of the key areas to carry out an experiment
● draw on knowledge and understanding of the key areas and apply
scientific skills, typically in an end of unit assessment.
● research, plan and carry out investigative practical work on a
chosen physics topic

or

Harlaw Academy

To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as
well as the Course assessment. Course assessment will provide the basis
for grading attainment in the Course award at levels A-D. The Course
assessment is externally assessed and composed of the following two
components:
● Component 1 — question paper 100 marks
● Component 2 — project 30 marks
Materials Required
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Scientific Technologies

NPA Level 6
SCQF 6

Days

Mon 2.00 – 3.40 pm
Wed 1.10 – 2.50 pm

Location

St. Machar Academy

Entry Requirements

Pupils should have achieved a pass in any of the following subjects:
National 5 Biology, National 5 Chemistry, National 5 Physics, National 5
Laboratory Science, NPA Applied Sciences.

Course Content

There are four units:
• Laboratory Safety (SCQF Level 5)
• Mathematics for Science 2 (SCQF Level 5)
• Fundamental Chemistry: An Introduction (SCQF Level 6)
• Experimental Procedures: Science (SCQF Level 6)
The group award develops the skills required to work in science-based
industries. Learners will have the opportunity to enhance their skills in
performing experimental procedures, processing, analysing and
evaluating the results obtained.
The Fundamental Chemistry unit covers atomic structure, periodic
table, acids/alkalis, organic chemistry and chemical equations and
calculations.
The Laboratory Safety unit covers common hazards and safety
procedures.
Mathematics for Science develops basic skills in calculation, algebra,
graph reading and drawing.

Assessment

Continuous assessment - a series of open and closed book assessments in
addition to practical activities.

Materials Required

Scientific calculator
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Social Services and Healthcare
Days

Location
Entry Requirements

Foundation Apprenticeship
SCQF 6

Monday 2pm-4pm & Wednesday 1.10pm-3.10pm
Or
Tuesday 2pm-4pm & Thursday 1.10pm-3.10pm
And
Placement (1 full day or 2 half days - flexible to suit timetable)
St Machar Academy
An interest in working or further study in a relevant sector such as
Healthcare, Adult Care, Social Work.
Students should have a range of qualifications that demonstrate their
ability to work at SCQF Level 6, and cope with the written and demands of
the course.

Course Content

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services & Healthcare is for
pupils in S5 and S6. You will complete a National Progression Award at
SCQF Level 6 in Social Services & Healthcare and 4 Mandatory Units of the
SVQ 2 Social Services & Healthcare.
The National Progression Award will include units in:
-Social Services in Scotland
-Safeguarding People
-Communication in Care Relationships
-Safe Practice and Wellbeing in Social Services
-Human Development and Social Influences
You will also undertake work-based learning during which you will gain
the mandatory units of the SVQ Level 2 qualification. Two additional
optional SVQ Level 2 units must be completed upon entry to the social
services workforce. These units are
-Support effective communication
-Support the health and safety of yourself and individuals
-Develop your own knowledge and practice
-Support the safeguarding of individual

Career progression

-Can progress onto Modern Apprenticeship
-Successful completion of this course allows direct entry into related
courses at NESCOL
-Universities recognise this course as equivalent of at least 1 Higher. RGU
recognise this course as 2xHigher Bs if you are applying to a related
degree.
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Course Locations and Bus
Routes
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Aberdeen Grammar School

Address: Skene Street, Aberdeen, AB10 1HT
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Aberdeen+Grammar+School/@57.146861,2.1172307,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x48840e216ee19f81:0x538f522001bdb950!8m2!3d57.
1468581!4d-2.115042
Bus Routes:
●
●

Take any bus to Union Street. Get off at the west end then walk down Rose Street.
Take the no.3 to South Mount Street then walk through Leadside Road.

Harlaw Academy
Address: 18 – 20 Albyn Place, Aberdeen, AB10 1RG
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Harlaw+Academy/@57.1425014,2.1191185,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x488411d864f5fd8b:0xb56d4f61dc17842e!8m2!3d57.
1424985!4d-2.1169298
Bus Routes:
●
●

Take any bus to Holburn Junction and walk up to Albyn Place.
No. 11 and 13 go past the school.
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Hazlehead Academy

Address: Groats Road (off Queen’s Road), Aberdeen, AB15 8BE
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hazlehead+Academy/@57.1445588,2.1803296,15.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x4884110989724e6f:0x11fa08a085d1e0ba!8m2!3d57.14369
23!4d-2.1783036
Bus routes:
No.11 to the terminus opposite Woodend Hospital. Either walk up Queen’s Road a little further,
then turn left onto Groats’ Road, or take the short cut over the (public) grassy area. (Which can be
soggy!)

Oldmachar Academy
Address: Jesmond Drive, Bridge of Don, AB22 8UR
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Oldmachar+Academy/@57.1784623,2.1276819,14z/data=!4m9!1m2!2m1!1sOldachar+Academy!3m5!1s0x4884120a11a5b9cd:0x489502
66930b54da!8m2!3d57.1933184!4d2.1235511!15sChBPbGRhY2hhciBBY2FkZW15kgENbWlkZGxlX3NjaG9vbA
No. 2 bus to Jesmond Drive. Oldmachar Academy is just past Asda,

St. Machar Academy
Address: St. Machar Drive, Aberdeen, AB24 3YZ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/St+Machar+Academy/@57.1661093,2.1136135,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x48840e0386b8d0bf:0xc9099d792d73e76e!4m5!3m4!1s
0x48840e03858cbf23:0xfb624d97a9ceb602!8m2!3d57.1661064!4d-2.1114248

Bus routes:
•
•
•

No. 1 or 2 to King Street – get off near the roundabout at Seaton, then walk up St. Machar
Drive
No. 17 or 18 along Great Northern Road, get off at roundabout and walk down to school
No. 20 to Aberdeen University at St. Machar Drive, then walk up to the school.
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Citymoves Dance Space

Address: The Anatomy Rooms, Marischal College. Accessed via Queen Street – walk towards Shoe
Lane and the car park then turn left up the stairs into the back entrance of Marsichal College. It is
well signposted.
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Broad+St,+Aberdeen/57.1494228,-2.0952068/@57.1488943,2.0963221,303m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m9!4m8!1m5!1m1!1s0x48840e3c35ff2f75:0x9760f833013d053!
2m2!1d-2.096314!2d57.1483353!1m0!3e0

Bus routes:
●

Any bus to Broad Street, or to Union Street, get off beside the Castlegate then walk down
Broad Street.

SHMU
Address: Station House Media Unit, Station House, Station Road, Woodside, Aberdeen, AB24 2WB
https://www.google.com/maps/place/SHMU/@57.1723845,2.1307356,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xa67bf074764845bf!8m2!3d57.1723845!4d-2.1307356

Bus routes:
Number 17, 17A, 18.
Get off the bus near the small swing park. It is well signposted at the top of Station Road.
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