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CHRISTIANITY – THE LIFE OF JESUS                  REVISION SHEET
	GLOSSARY

	Word
	Meaning

	Testament 
	Evidence from witnesses or a binding agreement

	Gospel
	The Good News or The Truth

	Disciple
	Pupil

	Parable
	A story taken from everyday life containing a hidden meaning

	Prodigal
	wasteful

	Samaritan
	Someone from Samaria (now means someone who helps someone they don’t know)

	Miracle
	An unexplainable event which breaks the laws of nature

	Sin
	Disobeying God, doing wrong

	Baptism
	The ceremony where Christians are welcomed into the community of Christians

	Resurrection
	to rise from the dead


The New Testament Record
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The Bible is the Holy book of Christianity and has two sections – the Old Testament and the New Testament.  The story of the life of Jesus is contained in the New Testament – specifically in the four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  Each gospel records the events of Jesus life, death and resurrection, in slightly different ways.

1. Matthew was one of the first twelve disciples of Jesus, was a tax collector.
2. Mark wrote down what Peter said about who Jesus was, what He did, where He went and what happened; Mark's gospel is therefore Peter's account.

3. Luke was a doctor and a co-worker with St Paul (who set up the first churches)

4. John was one of the first twelve disciples of Jesus and therefore an eye-witness.
There are also Roman records of the birth and death of Jesus, written down by Josephus a Roman lawyer, and others.
Childhood of Jesus
Jesus was born around 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem, in Palestine (now Israel) in the Middle East. 
He grew up in Nazareth on the north-western slope of the mountains of Galilee.
He grew up in a Jewish home which means his religion is Jewish.

Other Children in Home: Joseph, Judas, Simon, and Judas and several daughters (Matt. 13:55). Jesus was Mary's firstborn – not her only son.

Education began at home - his parents would have taught him. Jesus' Bible was the Old Testament - the foundation stone of Jewish education. Jesus would have learned Hebrew in order to read and study the Scriptures. At the age of six or seven, a Jewish boy was sent to his elementary school, the synagogue. Every village had its own synagogue an therefore, its own school.  Learning a craft—It was required of every Jewish father that he should teach his son some honest craft. Like every Jewish child, Jesus was put to work and he probably followed Joseph's vocation - carpentry.
 Baptism

At the age of 30 it is written that Jesus was baptised in the River Jordan by his cousin John (the Baptist).  The New Testament says that at this event the Holy Spirit of God descended upon Jesus and he knew who he was – the Son of God.  Jesus’ baptism marks the start of his ministry – the phase of 3 years when Jesus went around the country teaching, healing, etc.  After his baptism however, he spends 40 days in the “wilderness” wrestling with his conscience and thinking about his role as the Son of God.
Christians perform baptisms today as a sign that the person is accepting God’s love and forgiveness and that they are a part of the community of Christians.  Some Christians baptise infants because they believe the person does not have to choose whether they are “saved” – they already are saved because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Other Christians baptise adults as they believe a person must actually make the commitment themselves to a life as a follower of Jesus.
After this, Jesus spent 3 years travelling around the country teaching and performing miracles.  

Jesus’ Friends and followers

The Disciples

Jesus had followers who gave up their jobs and left their families to travel around the country with Jesus.  These followers were known as his “Disciples”.  The word “disciple” means pupil.  There were twelve disciples.

Andrew was the brother of Peter and like him was a fisherman. It is believed that Andrew was crucified on an X shaped cross. Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland.

Bartholomew was also known as Nathaniel. Jesus described him as a 'real Israelite, with nothing false in him'. Legend says that he was killed in Armenia.

James, sometimes known as James the Less or 'Son of Alphaeus'. These names helped people to tell him apart from the other James in the group. According to tradition he was killed with a saw.

James was the brother of John.  Jesus nicknamed them 'Sons of Thunder' because they had fiery tempers. The two brothers were fishermen. James was beheaded in AD 44 on the orders of Herod Agrippa.

Peter's real name was Simon. He was given the name Peter by Jesus. After the death of Jesus he became one of the most important leaders of the Christians. It is said that he was crucified upside down in 64 AD.

John is regarded as the closest friend of Jesus. After the death of Jesus, John took the responsibility of looking after Mary. (wrote one of the gospels)

Judas Iscariot was the treasurer of the group, taking responsibility

for their money. He betrayed Jesus to the Jewish authorities for 30 pieces of silver. Later, ashamed of what he had done, he committed suicide.

Judas, also known as Thaddeus, is a disciple about whom little is known. Some legends say that he became a missionary.

Matthew is sometimes known as Levi. He was a tax collector so his job involved him working with the Romans. This means that Matthew would have been hated by many. (wrote one of the gospels)

Philip was a native of Bethsaida, a town on the edge of Lake Galilee. It was Philip who introduced Bartholomew to Jesus. 

Simon is known as the 'Zealot'. The Zealots were a party that plotted to get rid of the Romans.

Thomas has come to be known as 'doubting Thomas' because he refused to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead until he had seen him for himself and touched his wounds.
Other friends

Mary, Martha and Lazarus (sisters and brother). It is claimed in New Testament that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.

Mary Magdalene – a prostitute whose friendship with Jesus transformed her life.
The Teaching of Jesus
Jesus taught people about God and about how God wanted humans to behave.  He told stories to get his message across.  These stories are known as Parables and they all had a point to them which was not obvious at first, but needed some careful thought.  The word Parable means “a story, taken from everyday life, containing an important hidden or spiritual meaning”

Jesus told many parables.  Two of the most famous are “The Good Samaritan” and “The Prodigal Son”.  Look at both of these parables and make sure that you understand the meaning of the stories.

The Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25–37) 
One day a lawyer asked Jesus ‘How can I get eternal life?’
Jesus said ‘Love God with all you’ve got, and love your neighbour as you love yourself. ‘Do this and you will live. The lawyer then asked, ‘Well then, who is my neighbour?’
Jesus replied by telling the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  A Jewish man was mugged by robbers when travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho. A Jewish priest and a temple assistant saw him but passed him by. A Samaritan, an enemy of the Jews) came along, stopped, bandaged his wounds and took him on his donkey to an inn. He paid for his stay and promised to return and pay more money if his recovery took longer. Jesus said ‘Which one acted like a neighbour to the mugged man?’ The lawyer said, ‘The one who had pity on him and helped him.

Jesus said, ‘Go then and do the same.’
The key message in this story is that all humans are our neighbours. We should help everyone, even if we don’t know or like them.

The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) 
A man had two sons – the younger asked him for his share of the money due him when his father would die. The father gave him what he wanted, and the son went away and spent the lot on wasteful living. 
When everything was gone, his friends left him and he tried to get a job. There was a famine and he could only work as a pig hand on a farm.  When he was at his lowest – he felt like eating the pigs’ food – he decided to go home. His father had servants better off than him. ‘I’ll go back as a servant’ he said.
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While he was a long way off his father saw him, ran to him and threw his arms round him. ‘I was wrong’ the son said,  but his father shouted, ‘Give him shoes, clothes  and the family ring. Kill the animal we’ve been keeping for just such an occasion.Let’s have a party!
Now the older son was coming back from his work when he heard celebrations. When he found out what was going on he was angry and said to his father, ‘I’ve worked for you all my life, doing all you asked, and you’ve never given me a thing, yet your son comes home and you throw a party for him, after all he’s done. The father reminded him, ‘All that’s left is yours, but your brother was lost, almost dead. Surely it’s only right we celebrate now he’s found himself. It’s like he’s come back to us from the dead.’
The key message in this story is that we ought to forgive others.  Many Christians say that forgiveness is the main message that Jesus wanted to get across to people.

The House built on Rock Matthew 7:24-29

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

The key message of this parable is that we ought to build our lives on things which matter.  If we build our lives on things like “looks, money, fame, etc, when bad times happen in our lives we will not have any strong foundations in our lives to give us support and strength.  If however we build our lives on thing like “love, forgiveness, equality, charity, family” then when bad things happen to us we will have the support and strength to see us through.
The Miracles
It is claimed in the New Testament Record that Jesus performed miracles.  These fall into 3 categories - 

1. HEALING MIRACLES – When Jesus healed people who had faith in God.
2. NATURE MIRACLES – When Jesus shows he has power over natural forces.

3. EXORCISMS – When Jesus shows power over the devil.

Examples of miracles are given below.  Make sure you know the stories and be able to give your own opinion of these.
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The Feeding of the 5,000 (Mark 6:30-44) 
When Jesus came ashore he felt sorry for the large crowd and started to teach them. When it was late his disciples said to him, ‘Send the people away to buy food in the local villages.’ Jesus said ‘You feed them.’ ‘What with?’ they replied. ‘It would take 8 month’s wages to feed this lot.’ ‘What have you got here then?’ said Jesus. 

‘Only 5 loaves and 2 fish,’ they replied. Then Jesus got them to make the people sit in hundreds and fifties on the grass. He looked up to Heaven divided the loaves into bits. He did the same with the fish. The disciples took the food to the people and everyone had enough to eat. Later the disciples went round and gathered in 12 baskets full of uneaten scraps. The crowd had numbered approximately 5000!
Some think the meaning of this parable is that Jesus was able to break the laws of nature.  Others say that he was teaching people to share what they had with others.

The Raising of Lazarus
One of the most famous miracles is the bringing of a dead man back to life (a number of days after he had died). The man, Lazarus, was a friend of Jesus as were his two sisters, Mary and Martha.  Martha showed true faith by saying to Jesus.  “I believe you are the Christ, the one who will give us eternal life”.  It is because of this faith that Jesus performed the miracle.
Some say this miracle shows Jesus was able to break the laws of nature.  Others say it was symbolic.  When we discover the truth about Jesus, it is as if we are born again (raised from a sort of spiritual death)
The Last Week of Jesus’ Life 

Most of Jesus’ ministry took place in Galilee, but just before the festival of the Passover, he and his followers travelled to Jerusalem.  Because the preaching of Jesus had been critical of the Jewish authorities and the Sadducees and Pharisees, Jesus’ arrival was not likely to be welcomed by those in power. 

After riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, the crowds waving palm branches and wanting to make him King, He smashed the stalls of the traders in the courtyard of the Temple, because he said that they should not use God’s house to buy and sell things.  It seemed inevitable that he will be arrested and punished. 
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Jesus had a last supper with his disciples.  This took place in an Upper Room in Jerusalem. He broke bread for them, offered them wine, and associated these with his body and blood, soon to be spilt in his sacrifice. 
Holy Communion

Christians remember Christ’s death and his resurrection by performing the ceremony of Holy Communion.  Bread and wine which symbolise the body and blood of Jesus are consumed by believers.  They are demonstrating their belief in Jesus as the saviour of mankind.  Roman Catholics believe the bread and wine physically change into the body and blood of Jesus when consumed.  Protestants believe the bread and wine do not physically change, but represent the body and blood.


After supper Jesus went to pray in the garden of Gethsemane, where Judas Iscariot - the traitor among the disciples - brought his enemies to arrest him.  Judas identified Jesus by kissing him.

The Trial of Jesus

Jesus was taken to the High Priest’s house and the Temple priests charged him with blasphemy and demanded that the Romans, the civil authorities, put him to death because Jesus’ and his followers had made claims that he was the Son of God.  Pontius Pilate condemned him to death by crucifixion.  
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The Crucifixion

The typical cause of death for victims of crucifixion was asphyxiation – the heart stops due to a lack of oxygen caused by difficulty breathing.  If the whole body weight was supported by the stretched arms, the victim would have severe difficulty exhaling, The victim would therefore have to draw himself up by his arms, or have his feet supported by tying or by a wood block.
The day after Jesus died was the Saturday (or Sabbath) a holy day for Jews when they were not permitted to work. When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the Mother of James, and Salome brought perfumed oils with which they intended to anoint the body of Jesus.  This was done to all dead bodies as a mark of respect.
The Resurrection of Jesus
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When they arrived, they found the stone had been moved and the body had gone.  A man dressed in white told them that Jesus had risen from the dead and had gone to Galilee.  Later the New Testament states that Jesus appeared to his disciples and spent time with them before ascending into heaven.
Christians belive that because Jesus conquered death, they too will rise again after they die, and be judged by God.

Key Christian Beliefs

God.
Christians believe in One God who shows himself in three ways – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Sin. 
People are sinners, who must pay for their sin.  However, Jesus has taken the punishment instead, offered himself as a sacrifice and settled the debt.
The Church.  The Church is the “Body of Christ” – the community of Christians who unite with him through prayer and Holy Communion.  Started by St Peter.
Life after Death.  
Christians believe we will be judged by God after we die by the life we 



have lived.  If we believe in God and Jesus as saviour, have tried to 



live a good life and are sorry for the wrongs we have done, then we 



will be rewarded with eternal life with God in Heaven.  If not, we will be 



punished in Hell.

How we should live.  
Love, Forgiveness, Equality, Sharing, Self-sacrifice – these are 




the foundations upon which we ought to build our lives if we 




want to do God’s will on earth (and be happy).
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