RMPS AT BRIDGE OF DON

A recent report in the Scotsman highlighted the fact that 40% of parents are unaware of their right to withdraw their son or daughter from Religious Education.
Parents do have this right.

I thought it might help parents and pupils if I outline what the subject is about, how it is delivered at Bridge of Don, and where it fits in with other subjects in the curriculum.

The subject at Bridge of Don is based upon teaching the pupils critical thinking skills and enabling them to develop their ability to reason.  The rules of philosophical enquiry are employed in all discussions and encouraged in the written responses given by pupils.

The aim of the subject is to inform pupils about a number of world religions.  We focus on the 4 of largest religions in the UK – Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism.   The focus in S1 to S3 is on teaching the key beliefs and moral values of each of these religions. We also examine key moral issues such as racism, theft, sexual relationships, and big questions such has “How to be Happy?” and reflect on the various answers given by different religious and secular people.  The Atheist or Agnostic response is always considered and given equal significance throughout the courses.
In S4 we swap the focus from religion to moral philosophy and examine the varying responses to moral issues both from a religious and secular perspective.  Pupils further develop their philosophical skills in examining the reasoning at the root of these responses and in assessing their worth.  At present, this is offered at Intermediate 1 and 2.
In S5 and S6 we study Philosophy at Higher and Intermediate 2 level.  Pupils learn how to use informal logic and apply it to philosophical arguments within the areas of Metaphysics, Epistemology and Moral Philosophy.  We examine the arguments for the Existence of God and the possibility of certain knowledge.  We also examine two opposing philosophical approaches to the question “What is the right thing to do?” Throughout, the pupils engage in critical analysis of arguments and evaluation of their worth.
All subjects within the curriculum require thinking skills, literacy skills and communication skills.  These skills are developed to a significant extent in RMPS where pupils are encouraged to express their opinions during classes and are encouraged to offer reasons for their opinions.  Pupils also learn to respect the views of others whilst having their own views equally respected.  Pupils are encouraged to argue with each other in a reasoned, controlled, respectful manner.  Formulating reasoned arguments is necessary in Social Subjects and English and the links between Philosophy, Religion and Science are historical.  

RMPS at Bridge of Don aims at developing critical thinking skills to enable pupils to think for themselves and make reasoned choices about their own beliefs about the Universe and their place within it.  They also use these reasoning skills to examine moral values and hopefully adopt, and then follow, their own moral values.  As such RMPS contributes to the health and well-being of pupils, giving them confidence to make reasoned decisions and choices in life.
